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Reverend Brethren, 


" T n B | ö 


8 Bord Archbiſhop of A RD M A GH and Primate of All 


al HEN I conſider that it was by the direction of God's 
Providence, without any deſire or ſeeking of mine, 
that I was-removid' from the Epiſcopal Bench in Exg- - 
land to my preſent Station; I am not without hopes, 
that he may pleaſe (how unworthy ſoever: I may be) 
by his guidance and Influence to make me and Inſtru- 
Wd: ment of ſome good to this Church and Nation. It 
might indeed very much diſcourage all ſuch hopes in me, to reffect, 
that I come into this Country under the diſadvantage of being a 
Stranger; if Lcould not at the time obſerve, that Lam wo N 
p | i rom 


#, .. Ay - 
nh Te) 
Inf 1 
from the ſame Blood, from whence moſt of you or your Progenitor: 


wy, 


AS -arc ſprung; that Jam here under the Government o 
1 | and (as to the main) of the fame Laws, as I was before; that I am 
| 


come to a Church profeſſing the ſame Faith, enjoying the ſamc 
*Conſtitution, and exerciſing the ſame Diſcipline, with That, 
whichfI have ſeft; that we * the ſame common Intereſt, aud 
the Tame common Enemies to our happy Eſtabliſhment both in 
Church and State, with our fellow- ſubjects on the other ſide. ci 
the water; and that our ſafety is ſo interwoven with theirs, that 
no ruin can overtake them, that will not .equally involve us; nor 
can We be finally ruin'd without drawing them into the ſame com- 
mon deſtruction. So that whatever Knowledge I may-have brought 
Hence, and whatever Experience I may have gain'd by governing 
a part of the Church there, I cannot but conſider them as the bet- 
ter qualifying me for the truſt here repoſed in me. But ſtill, I 
am as. throughly ſenſible, as any man can be, how vaſtly ſhorr J 
full of being ſuch an one as this Church both wants aud deſer ves 
to have ſet over it. 125 | 

And indeed the chief qualifications, I can pretend to, are a hear- 

Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion and tor his Majeſty's Family, 
| with a Diligence and Aſſiduity to learn and ſtudy, and a Readi- 
| neſs to be inform'd by you and others, wherein I may be moſt 
ſerviceable to this Church. And I entreat of you, that you would 
from time to time furniſh me with what Information you” can for 
| that purpoſe, and would join your Prayers to God with mine, that 
me would diſpoſe my Will, and enlighten my Underſtanding con- 
ſtantly to purſue thoſe things, that may moſt advance his glory, 
and moſt promote the Salvation of their Souls, who are committed 
ro my care and inſpection. 


A S the time, I have ſpent in this Nation, has been too little for 
me to come to a knowledge of the particular Wants of my Dio- 
/ ceſe, ant to conſider of the moſt proper Remedies ro be apply'd to 
them; I muft content my ſelf on this occaſion, to put you and 
my ſelf in mind of the common Duties incumbent on us both, as 
we are intruſted with a part of Chriſt's Flock, ' 

We are the Min;7ers of God and of Cbriſt, imploy'd in their im- 


| gnedliate ſervice, and by them commilſſion'd to our Worx. 
We 


— = 
. . = 
8 — — — 6 
— —_ — — ̃ _ 
- * 2 
— Me 


— — 
— 
— 


— — —— ©» — 
—_— © — _ Cc" - — 


— 
* 
— —— — — 
— 


- 
— 
* _ 


the ſame. Prince, 
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We are their -Meſſongers to. mankind, to publiſh gla ridings of | 
| 


x reconciled to 
r the ſake of his bleſſed Son, upon their Faith and Repentance. | 
We are the Embaſſaders of Chri/t, to perſuade and even beſeech 

men to be reconciled to God. | 5 2 
We are Shepherds over God's Flock, to govern them and to lead 

them to wholeſome paſtures. | 4 
We are Stewards in bis Houſhold, to give our fellow-ſervants | 

their meat in due ſeaſon. 1 
We are Watchmen, appointed to warn Men of the danger theß 

are at any time in, from their {ſpiritual enemies. | 0 

Me are Guides, to conduct Men in the paths of Salvation. 
Ny. are their Ia/trufors, to make known to them the whole Will 

of God. | _— 
And our great Work is the teaching, and aſſiſting Men to ob- 

tain the Favour of God here and hereafter, to procure the Par- 
don of their Sins in this life, and everlaſting Happineſs ia the lite | 
to come. - | 
And to enable us to perform this Work, God has by Moſes and | 
the Prophets, by our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, made a full 
revelation of his Will to mankind ; which is come down to us in 
the Writings of the Old and New Teſtament, whence we are to take | 
thoſe wholeſome Leſſons, by the religious obſervance of which both 

we and our Hearers may be faved. | Þ 
And certainly, we cannot want motives conſcientiouſly to diſ- 

charge the duty of our Function; if we obſerve, how much we 

promote true Piety and Virtue, and advance God's Glory in the 
world by ſo doing; how much we contribute to the preſent Peace | 
and Happineſs of Men, by perſuading them to live agreeably ts | 
the Commands of God, and the Precepts of true Morality ; what | 
great Benefactors we are to them, by aſſiſting them to be eter- | 
nally happy. hereafter; and of what great value the Souls of Men | 
are (which we are ſtill labouring to fave) for the Redemption of | 
which rhe Son of God condeſcended to take our Nature, and af | 
ter a poor and indigent Lite, to fubmit to a painful and ignomi- 
nious Death: And laitly, ic we call to mind the great reward we 
wall Obtain by the faithful diſcharge of our Office, in being ad- 
. mitted to the Joys of our Maſter, and evea to higher 2 of 
1 Glory 
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# Glory there, than moſt others ; with: the dreadful and ſevere ac- 


count we muſt one day give, at the juſt Tribunal of Chriſt, of af 
the Talents by him committed to us. e 

If we would often and ſeriouſly reflect and meditate on the 
things, and endeavour to give them a due force on our Minds, 
we ſhould not fail of uſing all diligence in our Function, of watch- 
ing againſt whatever, might tempt us to a neglect of our Duty, 


and of carefully ſtudying whatever might moſt effectually pro- 


mote our own Salvation, and the Salvation of thoſe entruſted to 
our Care. | 


THE Qualifications abſolutely required of us. towards - right!; 
1 our great Work, are a competent ſhare of Learning and 
Now the Learning neceſſary is a Knowledge of the Will © 
God made known in the Scriptures; and. ſuch a meaſure of hu- 


man Literature as may help us, the better to underſtand the mean- 


1 ing of thoſe Writings, the more ſtrongly to maintain the Trut!. 


of thoſe Books and of the Doctrines contain'd in them, the morc 
effectually to ſtop the mouths of Gain- ſayers, the more clear 
to inſtruct our Hearers in the important Truths of Salvation, and 
the more powerfully to ſtir them up to the uni verſal practice of 
their Duty. 8 4 

And conſequently, as the value other Learning has in reſpect o. 
us, is its ſubſerviency to our holy Profeſſion, it ought not to 
have a greater Place in our Eſteem, or to take up greater por. 
tions of our Time, than (which is our main Buſineſs) the Know- 
ledge of that Revelation, God has made of himlelf to Mankind. 
And as this is fully contained in the holy Scriptures, and 25 
Chriſt himſelf is our only Maſter and Teacher, to whoſe Deci- 


ſions we are implicitly to ſubmit ; though it be proper, and a!- 


W307) moſt- neceſſary, to ule Commentaries and other Works of the Lear- 
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fer no Man's Learning, Piety, or Character, fo far to carry us 


ned to help us in ſtudying thoſe divine Truths; yet are we (whil!: 
we read them) to try and examine what they advance, to con- 
der the weight of the Arguments they propoſe for their Opin!- 
ons, to compare them with the Scriptures themſelves, to fee how 
far they agree with them, before we embrace them; and to 1ut- 
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Nan 


conſideration to ſubmit to his Decifions. But the word of God 
che great Oracle we are to conſult, to know what 1s true. ar 
£, 3 and it is by the diligent reading and meditating on that Book, 


3 ſequences from what is there certainly laid down, and by beg- 
eiag of God by his Spirit to guide us into the ſenſe of thoſe Wri- 


ungs antiently dictated by: the fame Spirit, that we may reaſona- 
ly hope to arrive at that heavenly Wiſdom, we ought with the 


usmoſt of our Power to labour aiter. 


: . cred Knowledge, we ſhall be able duly to inſtruct others, ac- 
cording to the natures of their Wants: We ſhall then have it in 


to prove to our Hearers the great Truths of the Goſpel, and 


oe ſhall be able to tortity our Flock. againit the Wiles and De- 
ices of ſuch, as would miſlead them: It any, are at a lols what 


chem what they are to do: If any labour under terrors and un- 
eaſineſs of Mind, we ſhall: be provided with ſpiritual Comfort 
or them: It any are weak and feeble, we ſhall eaſily confirm 
chem in the Faith: In a word, no Ghoſtly want will then befal 
our Flock, tor which we ſhall not be turniſh'd with a proper 
Remedy. | | 


BUT though our Underſtandings ſhould be never ſo much en- 


: lishten'd, yet if our Wills be not likewiſe reform'd and renew'd, 


e [hall fall ſhort of the moſt eſſential Qualifications required of 
us. | "EY 
good and vertuous Life is juſtly expected from every one, 
1 who profeſſes to be a Diſciple of Chriſt; but the want of it is 
much greater reproach to one of his Miniſters, than to a com- 


ron Diſciple. No Chriſtian can, without ſhame, plead igno- 
—_ cc for the neglect or breach of his Duty; but ſtill They can 
ws leſs do it, who ſet up for inſtructing others in Righteouſneſs. 
bk Such cannot be ſuppos'd to be at a. Loſs, at any time, what. they 


way; as to give up our ſelves blindly -to his Conduct, or without 


falſe, of little or great conſequence, in the affairs of Salvation; 


by comparing one place in it with another, by drawing juſt Con- 


And, when we have. thus plentifully ſtored our Minds with ſa- 


our Power to ſhew the ſimple Man the Way he is to walk in, 


by ſolid Arguments to contute the Errors advanced againſt them: 


is their. Duty in any. circumſtances, we ſhall. be ready to inform 


ought . 
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concern our Nei | 
ly relate to God. And let us not content ourſelves with lower 


of ſeeing God; but let us labour after thoſe heights that ve 1 
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4 99 
oüght tö do, or to bet ignorant of the moſt S of 

the Goſpel, to incline them to perform what has commanded i 
them. And therefore, their wicked Lives have always given the 
Enemies of Religion a Handle to blaſpheme, and to ſpeak <cvil MM 
of the Way of Truth. Their Vices are made Arguments 0 
? #3 that (notwithſtanding their fine Speeches) they themſelvc; 
believe nothing of what they teach, but that their DoRrines ae 


purely invented to procure Profit and Honour to themſelves, : 1 
TIO eaſily to keep under and manage the deluded Muli. 
rude. | | | 4 | | 


If then we-would avoid the dreadful Guilt of ſinning again 
the clear and expreſs Knowledge of our Duty; if we would cu: 
off an ceccaſion of Blaſpheming from thoſe who ſeek it; if wc 
would give the moſt convincing Proof that we believe what we 
each ; let us endeavour to be daily exerciſing our ſelves in e 
Practice of every Virtue, as well of thoſe which immediate 
ghbour and ourſelves, as of thoſe which dir. 


degrees of Virtue, with ſuch a meaſure of holineſs, without WW 1 
Which we ſhall ſcarce be able to flatter our ſelves with the hop: 


may ſerve as Examples to our People; that each of us may f 
able, in ſome ſort, to fay to them, with St. Paul, Be ye fo1/:- Wn 
ers of me, as I am of Chriſt. 272 
The exact Knowledge we muſt be ſuppos'd to have of cue 
Duty, the firm perſuaſion we muſt have of the truth of ou Wn 
holy Religion, the reaſonable Hopes we may entertain of ail 
ving at that unſpeakable Happineſs promiſed in the Goſpe! 118 
the Righteous, and the juſt Apprehenſions we muſt lye under ve 
_ into that endleſs Miſery there threatned to the Wicked 
together with the neceſſity there is of our frequently thin i; 
on the Precepts and Motives of Chriſtianity, whilſt we have 
caſion to inſtruct others about them, will make it eaſy tor > v8 
outſtrip others in Goodneſs. The tollowing their ſecular EAM 


ployments too often carries away their Minds from ever x11 1 | 


erjouſly on the Concerns of another Lite; and the Carcs d 


this World frequently choak the good Seed of the Word, he 5 


it has already taken root, and begun to ſpring up in their * 


699 

er dor very Buſineſs and Profeſſion, and the neceſſary diſtharge 
door Office make us from time to time think on Heaven and 
ie way leading to it, on what is our Duty, and what muſt be 
ie Conſequences of our performing or neglecting it; and if, 
r want öf applying the Doctrines of the: Goſpel to our . 
ie, we are never the better for having them ſo often preſent 
o our Minds, we are wholly inexcuſable for our Miſcarriage; or, 
we do not exceed others in Virtue, who are forced (as it were) 
gal time from their other preſſing Employments to look at- 
er their Souls, we are but flothtul Servaats of our Heavenly 
f after. VU il | | rin) ol 
Now, if we would thus be Examples to our flocks, we muſt 
ot only abſtain from all Evil, but even from every Appearance 
f it; we muſt not only practiſe the common and eaſy Virtues 
o which meer Decency, and the Deſire of a good Character, 
ry many who have no great Senſe of Religion, but thoſe like- 
ie which are more difficult, and meet with greater oppoſiti- 
vn from the Fleſh we carry about us. Can it entitle us, do we 
Sink, to be Patterns of Virtue, that we are not Examples of 
ice? Or, that we 1 juſt the ſame as is done by Chhriſti- 
Wns of the loweſt form? | | 


B U T, beſide our Obligations to be Examples of Virtue in ge- 
zral to others, there are ſome particular Virtues that are juſt- 
expected from us. J 
Ihe firſt I ſhall mention is, Diligence in our Calling as Mi- 
ſters; whether it be abroad, by carefully diſcharging the ſe- 
eral Parts of our Function, or at home, by following our Stu- 
ies, and improving in Knowledge. As we have undertakea 
Die weighty, Charge of taking care of the Souls of others, we 
not be too! induſtrious in executing this great Undertaking, 
d as we do not pretend to be taught by Inſpiration, and are 

andaliz'd when others would have ir uit they are; we have 
thing, but Study, to acquire and preſerve ſuch a meaſure of 
_ owicdge, as may duly: qualify us ro be Teachers of others. 
a, when” Divinity affords ſuch a large Field tor Enquiries and 
pmprovements, it will be ſcandalous tor us to live as tho' we had 

nothing to imploy our ſelves 1 Not to mention, that 1 

ö | | NC 


LE. | 
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the Service we are performing? 


3 m—_—_— 
neſs too ofteti-opens a Door to other Vices; and he is in Dan. 


limſelf well. KOT. art. 5 

Cheerfulneſs in the Diſcharge of our office is another Ou. 
lity expected from us; agreeably' to the Advice of St. Perc, 
that we ſhould feed the Flock of God, faking the overſioht the reif 


not by conflraint but "willingly, not for filthy lucre, but of a regt 


mind, And yet it is to be tear'd, too many that are forward e. 
nough to receive the Profits attending our Employment, are not 
ſo ready to perform the Duty going along with it; but ſecm 
to grudge the pains, they are obliged to rake. They go ſo bes. 
vily to their Work, and are in ſuch haſte to get it over, that 

ſhew that, when they are about it, they are not agrccs- 
bly imployed. But certainly, if we would conſider that we are 
ſerving the beſt of Maſters, who will in the next Life abundant- 
ly reward our Labours; that we are doing the greateſt Good 
one Man can do for another, the helping forward the Sal vati. 
on of Mens Souls; and that we have voluntarily dedicated our 
ſelves to God ſor this Ser vice; we ſhould count our Employment 
our Honour and our Happineſs, and go thorough it with a rea- 
dy and cheerful Mind. I think I may rank under this Head, 
the performing the Offices of the Church, with a proper Scri- 
ouſhels and Devotion: Since, if we go through our Buſineſs With 
a Willing Mind, and with a due Senſe of what we are about, 
we cannot but be affected with it our ſelves. And this is the 
moſt likely way to affect the Minds of the Hearers ; which it it 
be not done, we are imployed to very little purpole. But, on 


dme other fide, how can we hope for Attention and Devotion 
hin our Congregations, if we read and ſpeak in ſuch a Manner, 


as to give juſt Suſpicions that we do not mind what we are doing 
our ſelves, and that our Hearts are any where rather than n 


* 


There is one thing I could wiſh we all did; which is, by our 
Words and Actions ſhewing, that we are indeed ſpiritually mind, 
efl ; that tho? we are in this Body, and by its wants are con- 
etrned in che Affairs of this World, yet our Affections are {ct 
on things above, Where Chriſt ſitteth on the right Hand of God, 
that our Treaſure and our Heart is in Heaven; and that on 
20 N : grea 


* 


. 


A 


ger of being ill employ d, who does not take care to imp!», WM 


9 Aim, in every thing, is ſecuring to our | 
Glory. Without this, our Dif:ourſes on Religion will make no 


t Impreſſion on the People. If they ſee us purſuing the 
— things of this World, with the fame eagerneſs as” thoſe, 


—_= hoſt Portion is in this Life; if they obſer ve we are under as 
geeat Dejection and Sorrow upon Loſſes and Diſappointments 
bere, as thoſe who bave no Hopes beyond the Grave; if we 
ew no Concern or Thoughts about the Happineſs of another 
lie, but when we are ſpeaking of it in the Pulpit; can the7 
poſſibly chink, that the things, which are inviſible and eternal, 


this 


World are ſo vain, ſo empty and unworthy the purſuit of a rational 1 
are? Will gel | 


have that Impreſſion on our ſpirits, which we tell them they 
to make on every one's Mind? Or that the Satistactions o 


Creature, as we labour to perſuade them they 
not rather ſuſpect, as ſome Enemies of Religion have ſuggeſte 

that we are tor engaging others in the purſuit of Happineſs. in 
another World, that we may with the more Eaſe, and the leſs 


Oppoſition, carve out to - ourſelves large Portions of the good 


things of this Lite? | 


Another thing expected from us beyond others is, Peaceable- 


neſs of Temper. Our great Maſter is the Prince ot Peace; and 
chere is ſcarce any thing, he has more recommended to his Fol- 
lowers, than Peace and univerſal Love, and good Will, even to 


the torgiving thoſe that have injured and deſpitefully uſed us, 
and to the loving our very Enemies. And agreeably to his In- 


tentions and Commands, we ſhould labour to promote Peace, 
and Quiet, and Union, among all his Diſciples. - But, we can ne- 
ver hope to be either ſucceſsful Preachers or Mediators of Peace 
and good Agreement among others, if we are not patient and 


long-ſuffering our ſelves; it we are not ſlow to Anger, not gi- 
ven to Revenge; but caſy to be intreated, and for the ſake of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, ready to forgive others, and (as far as we can) 


to live peaceably with: all Men. 
AS chere have been in all Ages ſome, who oppoſed the Truths 
of Religion; and as there have been, from the times of the A- 
poſtles, ſuch as have corrupted the Goſpel, or have made unrea» 
Jonable Rents and Dixiſions in the Church; it cannot be e 
5 b | | a that 
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chat our own Days ſhould be free from all Enemies to our holy 
rl Religion in general, or to the Church of which we profeſs ourſttves 
Members, or from ſuch as ſeparate from its Communion, tho” 
in the main they own its Doctrines. And as, in theſe Parts of this 
= Kingdom, there arc great Numbers of both theſe latter Sorts, 1 
ink it will be very proper, on this occaſion, to give ſome Hints 
ef what ought” to be our Behaviour to thoſe without our 
Now, in the firſt place, we ſhould be very deſirous to bring ſucl: 
over to the Truth, out of good will to them, as well as other 
8! -Confiderations ;| remembring St. James Saying, That he that cou. 
A _ fiuner from the error of his way frall ſave 4 ſoul'from 
Ni rns mg 27731 $657 3 #7 Nat $$ F238 ca 8 
WY ; To this end, we ſhonld, as occaſion offers, try to remove their 
181% Ignorance by proper Inſtructions, and their Errors by found Ar- 
10245 guments. But, Whatever we attempt of this nature, muſt be done 
wich all Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, with all Expreſſions of Kiadac!; 
and good will to them, attended with a Readineſs to do them all 
good Offices. But if we treat thoſe, who differ from us, with Hear 
«1 | and Paſhon ; if we will not ſuffer them to defend their Opinions 
i ſuch Reaſons, as they have for them; if we handle them :5 
{11 Perſons ſelf-condemn'd, and acting againſt the Light of their Co- 
ſeience; if we are for anathematizing them, and conſigning them 
n to the Torments of Hell hereafter, and ſhew a Readineſs to vex and 
ruin them here to the utmoſt of our Power; we arm them with 
i choſe Prejudices' againit whatever we can advance towards their 
17} Conviction, which ſcarce any Reaſonings of ours will be able to over- 
M eome : And ſuch violent Symptoms of ill will towards them, will 
aße them ſuſpect, rather than ſeriouſly weigh, whatever we offer 
118 £0wards converting them. AY Lb. 
Nö i relation to great Numbers of the Diſſenters in England, I havc 
1! 1.7 :||\gaton, from the Obſervations I have there made, to believe, that 
de good Lives of the. Clergy, join'd with a Chriſtian Charity, 
(1 7-Sweetnels, and Condeſcenſion towards them, even without any Ar- 
ments dbefides, will go further towards reconciling them to the 
- Ehureh, than the ſtrongeſt Reaſons urg'd with a Mixture of re. 
|/*/1-proachtul Words, or where there is Room tor their being ſcandaliz 
t the Lite of their Opponent. A great deal of the Rigour * * 
" P5568 a | rede 
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predeceſſors is there abated ; and many of them declare, they, do 
wot ſeparate. from the. Church, becauſe they look upon Conformity 
o it as ent unlawful, but becauſe they eſteem their owa. 
ray more pure and more edifying. And wherever the like Difpo- 
Frion is found in any Diſſenters of this Nation, Kindneſs and Gen- 
ene, and the unblameable Converſation of the Clergy, Wil 
30 a great Way towards drawing them over to our Commu- 


On. 1 7 | 2 
You will, no doubt, before I conclude this Subject, expect T ſhould 
y ſomewhar relating to the Papiſts; whoſe Numbers in this Coun- 
th and whoſe ſettled ill will to our Sion, juſtly demand ſome Con- 
D 5 W 
I cannot but be ſenſibly touch'd with Compaſſion for them, when 
W coalider their Condition here; that they ſhould live where 
Whe Golpel_ Ihines round about them, and yet be kept in Darkneſs 
Wand Ignorance ; that they ſhould dwell in a Land where the Word 
rf God is open to all, aad yet not dare to look into it; that th 
Should profeis_ the Doctrine of Chriſt, which leads to the Tea 
oiolineſs and Purity of Mind, and moſt ſtrictly enjoins the Practice 
rf every Virtue, and yet ſhould place Religion in ſuperſtitious Uſa- 
Wgcs and outward Obſervances without any inward and real Change 
Wor the better. And their Condition the more deſerves Pity, as 


other Life they throw in their way, to prevent their admitting 
any thing that may enlighten them, make it. extremely difficult to 
mend their State. = | | | 
= But how much ſoever I may pity them, I own, I know at preſent 
0 little of their Circumſtances to be able to point out any thing 
particular, that may be of ſervice towards their Converſion. But 
this I would hope from you, my Brethren, that as any of you find 
gany Diſpoſition in them to enquire into the Truth, and to learn whe- 
ver it Iyes on their ſide, or on ours, you always lay hold of ſuch 
a favourable Opportunity to convince them of their Errors, and 
to convey. Know to them. And I cannot but think, that if we 


itript our Adverſaries as much in 


— 


eir blind Dependance on their Prieſts, and the falſe Terrots of 


and our Flocks led more N Lives than we do, if we out- 
ary Virtye as we. do in Knowledge, 

we Were more remarkably juſt and honeſt, meek and patient, 
compaſſionate and charitable, chaſte and ſober, pious and devour, | 
dur good Actions would m_ ſome Impreſſion on them, = | 
inc 


ys 
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incline them to think that there is ſonigwhat' in our Re. 
gion beyond theirs, that made us. ſo much better thau them: An; 
we. might then, with greater Reaſon, hope, that God would 
bleſs. our Endeavours, to bring others to embrace his true Rel. 
And 1 particularly recommend it to you of the Clergy, by you 
Gentleneſs and Kindheſs to them, and by relieving them in their Ne. 
ceſſities, ta try to gain their Love and Eſteem: which if you once 
compaſs, it will be no hard Matter gradually to obtain ſome Weight 

and Authoriry with them. 2 22 e 
I do not know enough of the Caſe, to lay any particular blame on 
you. or others, but I cannot but eſteem it a reproach to the 'Proce. 


tants of this Country, that fo few Converts Have been made from 

| Popery, ia the ſeveral Scafons of ſettled Peace this Nation has from 
(WET tame to time enjoy d. But, it will be {till a greater Shame to us, if 
j if any, deſcended from Proteſtant Parents, either go over to Popcry; 
41 $M or, thoꝰ they 1 5 of the Church of Rome, are as ignorant of the 
4g 5 Do ccrines of Chriſt, as the Members of that Church generally 
I muſt therefore deſire of you, my Brethren, that you would 
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be diligent, by Or. Preaching and otherways, in inſttutting your 
| Klocks in the Principles and Duties of our holy Religion; ad 
that you would direct and encourage them to read pious and uſctil 
Books at home for their greater growth in Chriſtian Knowledge; 
and that you would en catechize the Children and Yourh 
under you, clearly and familiarly explaining to them the Articles 
of our Faith. And 1 muſt recommend to you, that when you have 
laid open and confirmed to them any Doctrine of the Goipel, jou 
would, if the Matter admits of it, {ſhew them how thoſe Truths have 
been corrupted or enervated by the Papiſts. For inſtance ; when you 
haye been teaching them that our Bleſſed Saviour is the great Me. 
diator betwixt God and Men, who intercedes for us, with God, and 
offers up our Prayers and Services to him, ſo as to make. them acccp- 
ted by him; that. you would obſerve to them, that their Church 
has found out other Mediators and Interceſſors, Saints and As- 
5 fel by whole intereſt they hope for the Divine Favour: And 
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ua would hope, that by thus promoting Chriſtian Knowledge © 
2 People, and by fortitying them againſt the Errors Of | 
Popery, you may at leaſt effeftually ecure them from talling into the 
hates of the Prieſts, who lye in wait on all ſides to deceive 
em. | 


IT is fo very evident that the only ſecurity we of this Nation 
drofeſſing the Reformation have, under God, for enjoying our Re- | 
Wigion, Liberty, and Property, is his Majeſty.and his Royal Family 
Wontinuing on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, that I would hope 
here is no occaſion for my exhorting you to Loyalty. And all of 
vou, who retain any ſenſe of Religion, cannot but know, you 
ave bound your ſelves with the molt ſacred Ties to his Roy- 
Family, excluſive of all Pretenders to the Crown, by the Oaths 
vou have taken. So. that I think it ſuperfluous where the Obs + 
igations you lye under are of the greateſt Weight poſſible, to + | 
kcquaint you,. that Affection to his Majeſty is a neceſſary Quali- 
fication in all thoſe, who expect any Countenance and favour-trom « | 
As I have now gone through the ſeveral Points I thought re 
o ſpeak to at perſent, I ſhall add nothing Coker baile? — | 
neſtly beleeching you, my Brerhren, as you regard the Glory of God, 
Wand the Service ot our great Maiter Chriſt Jeſus, . and are concern d 
for the Salvation of your own Souls and of thoſe committed to your 
narge, that you would faithfully and diligently diſcharge the great 
79 you have taken on your ſelves by engaging in the Mi-. 
f y % 
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